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During the past quarter century, human skeletal studies in the Mediterranean area, where most of my own work has concentrated, have become effectively integrated into broad archaeological research. Scholars increasingly value the interpretive potential provided by studies of human and other organic remains for a viable reconstruction and understanding of past behaviors and the cultural history of this region. The sophisticated excavators with whom I worked decades ago have now been joined by most of the archaeological community in their concern for the recovery, curation, and analysis of human skeletal remains, and in using the perspectives of cultural anthropology. The once common but generally incomprehensible skeletal reports that appeared as independent and unintegrated appendices have been replaced by synthetic analyses. Now these data are often used by excavators as a primary basis for interpreting mortuary programs, as well as other aspects of life in ancient communities. Age and sex analyses remain the fundamental goals of most skeletal studies, but, when integrated with data from archaeological contexts, bones can also tell us a great deal about specific individuals and the societies in which they lived. Interdisciplinary collaboration increasingly clarifies our views of past societies. The impressive results of several studies, such as A.M. Bietti Sestieri, Iron Age Community of Osteria dell'Osa: Study of Sociopolitical Development in Central Tyrrhenian Italy (Cambridge 1992), have encouraged excavators to call on ever greater numbers of specialists, resulting in a vast increase in the quality of publications using this approach.
The seven volumes reviewed here reflect the extent to which skeletal studies have developed as a point of departure for the investigation of archaeological problems. While none of these works specifically focuses on the classical world, each offers something of importance to all archaeologists. Two of these volumes provide overviews of the field of bioarchaeology, and a third presents a detailed study of human remains from excavations in Bahrain. A pair of edited volumes offers insights into human behavior by examining past acts of violence as seen in the skeletal record. The last two volumes reviewed deal with paleopathology and mummies-topics of interest to readers who can marvel at how our species survived before the advent of modern medicine. Bioarchaeology, C.S. Larsen's important contribution to the field, emphasizes studies of pathologies and injuries.
1999] BIOARCHAEOLOGY 529
Beginning with the general effects of stress on human development, Larsen goes on to review dental, periodontal, and other infectious problems that leave their traces on bones and teeth. He then reviews skeletal evidence for injuries and violent death, a subject to which we will return. Chapters 5 and 6, on human activity patterns and structural adaptations, are followed by a chapter focusing on craniofacial adaptations. Summaries of isotopic and elemental signatures of diet and nutrition, notes on tracing genetic relationships, and some brief comments concerning changes and challenges in bioarchaeology complete the volume. This review of these seven works can neither provide sufficient commentary on each nor do justice to the efforts of individual contributors to the edited volumes. All these contributions reflect both the enhanced ability of the field archaeologist to interpret finds, as well as signaling the ex-tent to which bioarchaeology has enriched the discipline. While data on age and sex may help us to reconstruct the use of mortuary areas, and population dynamics often can be inferred, most of these studies take us far beyond these basics, enabling us to gain greater depth of focus in our view of ancient societies. Note should be made that many unusual situations-such as specialized burial areas, age at which children become adults, differential burial treatments, and a host of other cultural factors that can be detected only through the skeletal record-have not been included in these volumes. Thus these works only suggest the considerable range of possibilities now available to archaeologists who wish to maximize their use of the skeletal record. They provide a view of the enormous progress that has been made in using human bones in archaeological interpretation. Indeed, human skeletal studies offer an area of research with great potential that can be expanded in ways that are well represented by these volumes. 
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